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Despite its strategic location on the Mesopotamian trade route as a gateway to
the Mediterranean and its proximity to the Ottoman Empire, the province of
Kermanshah lacked significant markers of modern industry due to the
persistence of traditional structures prior to the discovery of oil. With the
signing of the D'Arcy Concession (1901 / 1280 SH) and the arrival of the
Anglo-Persian Oil Company representatives, the exploration and exploitation
of oil in regions such as Chiasarkh, Qasr-e Shirin, and Naftshahr led to the
emergence of a cluster of oil-dependent industries and industrial
infrastructures in Kermanshah. Employing descriptive and historical-analytical
methods based on the examination of archival documents, this research
demonstrates that the discovery of oil during the governorship of
Abdolhossein Mirza Farmanfarma introduced modern machinery, techniques,
and petroleum-related technologies to the region. The extraction of petroleum
resources catalyzed the construction of oil pipelines, the installation of
electrical generators, and the establishment of canning and machine-building
factories, alongside various ancillary industries and industrial infrastructures.
Consequently, by virtue of the oil discovery, Kermanshah became one of the
first cities in Western Iran to acquire a semi-modern and semi-industrial
character, facilitating the transition from a traditional society to a modern one
based on industrial activity and triggering profound socio-economic
transformations in the region.
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