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Abstract

This research examines how the first Pahlavi government made
decisions to suppress the Goharshad Mosque uprising in June
1936. The aim of the research is to clarify how the administrative
and security structure of that period paved the way for the choice
of a military solution. This research, using a descriptive-analytical
method and using administrative documents, police reports,
Ministry of Interior correspondence, and reliable historical
research, attempts to examine the process of the formation of the
protests, their transformation into a security issue, and the issuance
of suppression orders. The main question is: How did the religious
protest of the people of Mashhad in 1936, within the context of the
administrative and security structure of the first Pahlavi
government, lead to a military decision? The research findings
show that the concentration of power in the hands of the central
government, the extensive powers of the police, and the
government’s security approach to religious gatherings had already
prepared the ground for repression. Therefore, the military action
in the Goharshad incident cannot be considered a sudden reaction,
but rather a logical consequence of the centralized and
authoritarian government system of that period.
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