
ÐÎÑÑÈÉÑÊ À ß ÀÊ À ÄÅÌÈß ÍÀÓÊ
ÈÍÑÒÈÒ Ó Ò ÀÐÕÅÎËÎÃÈÈ

ÈÍÑÒÈÒÓÒÀ ÀÐÕÅÎËÎÃÈÈ

Èçäàþòñÿ ñ 1939 ãîäà

Âûïóñê

268

Ãëàâíûé ðåäàêòîð
Í. À. ÌÀÊÀÐÎÂ

ÌÎÑÊÂÀ 2022

Электронная библиотека ИА РАН: https://www.archaeolog.ru/ru/el-bib



УДК 902/904
ББК 63.4
         К78

Краткие сообщения Института археологии
Вып. 268. 2022

Издание основано в 1939 г.
Выходит 4 раза в год

Журнал входит в перечень рецензируемых научных изданий, рекомендуемых ВАК РФ.
Специальность 5.6.3. Археология.

Главный редактор:
академик РАН  Н. А. Макаров

Редакционный совет:
д-р П. Бан, проф. М. Вагнер, д. и. н. М. С. Гаджиев, проф. О. Далли,  

проф. К. фон Карнап Борнхайм, чл.-корр. РАН Н. Н. Крадин, д. и. н. А. К. Левыкин,  
чл.-корр. РАН Н. В. Полосьмак, д-р Т. Хайм, д-р Б. Хорд, д-р Чжан Со Хо

Редакционная коллегия:
д. и. н. Л. И. Авилова (зам. гл. ред.), к. и. н. К. Н. Гаврилов, д. и. н. М. В. Добровольская,

д. и. н. А. А. Завойкин, д. и. н. В. И. Завьялов, проф. М. Казанский, д. и. н. А. Р. Канторович,
к. и. н. В. Ю. Коваль, к. и. н. Н. В. Лопатин, к. и. н. Ю. В. Лунькова (отв. секретарь редакции),

акад. Болгарской АН В. Николов, Ю. Ю. Пиотровский, д. и. н. Н. М. Чаиркина,
д-р Й. Шнеевайсс, д. и. н. В. Е. Щелинский

Brief Communications of the Institute of Archaeology

Editor-in-chief:
academician N. A. Makarov

ISSN 0130-2620
DOI: 10.25681/IARAS.0130-2620.268

© Федеральное государственное бюджетное учреждение науки 
    Институт археологии Российской академии наук, 2022
© Авторы статей, 2022

Электронная библиотека ИА РАН: https://www.archaeolog.ru/ru/el-bib



3

СОДЕРЖАНИЕ

МАТЕРИАЛЫ КОНФЕРЕНЦИИ 
«МОГИЛЬНИК РИМСКОГО ВРЕМЕНИ ФРОНТОВОЕ 3: 

ВАРВАРЫ НА ГРАНИЦАХ ИМПЕРИИ» 
(СИМФЕРОПОЛЬ, 6–8 АПРЕЛЯ 2022 г.)

Пинар Жил Ж., Плеска М. Могильник с пещерными склепами
в Модике – Скоррионе «Запад» (Рагуза, Италия) 
периода Великого переселения народов на Сицилии  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7

Bârcă V., Grumeza L. Clothes Make the Woman: The Beads Fashion
in the Sarmatian Cemetery from Hunedoara Timișană . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  19

Айбабин А. И. Миграции аланов и германцев в Равнинный и Горный Крым
в конце I – III в.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  32

Язиков С. В., Свиридов А. Н. Каменные ящики могильника Киль-Дере 1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  46
Суханов Е. В. Формы лепных сосудов из могильника римского времени Фронтовое 3  . . . . . .  65
Язиков С. В., Тяпухина А. В. Бронзовые антропоморфные подвески из могильников 

римского времени Фронтовое 3 и Киль-Дере 1 в Юго-Западном Крыму . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  82
Сапрыкина И. А., Кичанов С. Е., Бакиров Б. А., Руткаускас А. В. 

Исследования химического состава металла монет и перстней 
из могильника Фронтовое 3 методами нейтронной структурной диагностики . . . . . . . . .  100

Свиркина Н. Г., Добровольская М. В. Травматические повреждения 
и посттравматические патологии на скелетах из могильника Фронтовое 3 . . . . . . . . . . . .  113

ИССЛЕДОВАНИЯ КЕРАМИКИ

Андреева О. В., Шалапинин А. А. Сравнительный анализ красномостовской 
и ранней волосовской керамики Марийского Поволжья . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  127

Селин Д. В. Поселенческая керамика кулайской культурно-исторической общности 
в Новосибирском Приобье: особенности технологии . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  146

Холошин П. Р., Му Ц. Формы глиняных сосудов из погребений пазырыкской культуры 
на Нижней Катуни с позиций историко-культурного подхода . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  162

Коваленко А. Н. Клейма на тонкостенных сосудах из материалов 
Елизаветовского городища на Дону . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  174

Журбенко Л. Н. Традиции технологии изготовления кухонной посуды 
салтово-маяцкой культуры на Среднем Дону . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  183

ПОСЕЛЕНЧЕСКАЯ АРХЕОЛОГИЯ

Морозов А. С. Поселение Абакумлево 3 – новый памятник
эпохи Великого переселения народов в Суздальском Ополье  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  197

Кудрявцев А. А. Селища на месте монастырей в округе средневекового Новгорода . . . . . . . . .  215
Земцов Г. Л. Юртообразное жилище гуннского времени с поселения Мухино-2 

на Верхнем Дону . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  231
Сарапулкин В. А., Соловьев Д. С., Котеньков С. А., Кравченко Э. Е. 

Поселения хазарского времени в дельте Волги . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  245

Электронная библиотека ИА РАН: https://www.archaeolog.ru/ru/el-bib



4

КСИА. Вып. 268. 2022 г.

СРЕДНЕВЕКОВЫЕ ДРЕВНОСТИ

Осипов Д. О., Коваль В. Ю., Смирнов А. Н. Обувные подковки из раскопок 
в Московском Кремле . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  256

Фисенко А. В. О некоторых приемах в технологии изготовления заготовок 
костяных изделий (по материалам Мстиславского-4 раскопа в средневековом Пскове) . .  273

Фатюнина О. А. Средневековые изделия из рыбьей кожи в Переяславле Рязанском . . . . . . . .  280

НУМИЗМАТИКА

Гайдуков П. Г., Гришин И. В. О группе монет великого князя Василия I 
с изображением шестилепестковой розетки, изготовленных 
в Нижегородско-Суздальском княжестве . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  292

ЕСТЕСТВЕННОНАУЧНЫЕ МЕТОДЫ  
В АРХЕОЛОГИЧЕСКИХ ИССЛЕДОВАНИЯХ

Биркина Н. А. Дефекты и типы брака на ювелирных изделиях 
на примере предметов круга варварских эмалей . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  310

Егорьков А. Н., Недашковский Л. Ф. Химический состав стеклянных изделий 
с золотоордынских селищ Саратовского Поволжья . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  325

Строков А. А., Камелина Г. А., Мамонова А. А. Текстиль раннесредневековых 
могильников Крыма  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  339

Хохлова О. С., Макеев А. О., Энговатова А. В., Кузнецова Е. А., Гольева А. А. 
Палеоэкология и хозяйственная деятельность человека на основе изучения 
культурных слоев и палеопочвы Тульского кремля 1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  357

АРХЕОЛОГИЯ СТАРОГО И НОВОГО СВЕТА

Усачева И. В., Корниенко Т. В. «Выпрямители древков» в эпоху неолита 
на территории Северной Месопотамии  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  378

Sattarnejad S., Hajizadeh Bastani K., Afkhami B., Shahbazi Shiran H.
Localization of Panj Gonbadan in Maragheh (Northwestern Iran)
Based on Archaeological Evidence and Historical Sources . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  395

Pourianezhad F., Sattarnejad S., Parvin S. Localization of Varsan City of the Islamic Period
in Iranian Azerbaijan Based on Archaeological Evidence and Written Sources . . . . . . . . . . . . .  407

Сафронов А. В. Алтарь 1 из Вашактуна (Петен, Гватемала):
анализ зооморфного монумента древних майя  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  419

Электронная библиотека ИА РАН: https://www.archaeolog.ru/ru/el-bib



5

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONFERENCE 
«THE ROMAN PERIOD CEMETERY OF FRONTOVOYE 3: 

THE BARBARIANS ON THE BORDERS OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE» 
(SIMFEROPOL, 2022, APRIL 6–8)

Pinar Gil J., Pleska M. The Scorrione West Cemetery with Cave Vaults
in Modica (Ragusa, Italy) in Sicily during the Migration Period . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7

Bârcă V., Grumeza L. Clothes Make the Woman: The Beads Fashion
in the Sarmatian Cemetery from Hunedoara Timișană . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  19

Aibabin A. I. Migration of the Alans and the Germanic Peoples to the Plain
and Mountainous Crimea at the End of the 1st–3rd Centuries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  32

Yazikov S. V., Sviridov A. N. Stone Cists of Kil-Dere 1 Cemetery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  46
Sukhanov E. V. Forms of Hand-made Vessels from the Roman Period Frontovoye 3 Cemetery. . . .  65
Yazikov S. V., Tyapukhina A. V. Bronze Anthropomorphic Pendants

from the Frontovoye 3 Cemetery and the Kil-Dere 1 Cemetery
in the Southwestern Crimea Dating to the Roman Period . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  82

Saprykina I. A., Kichanov S. E., Bakirov B. A., Rutkauskas A. V. 
The Chemical Composition Analysis of the Metal of the Coins and Rings
from Frontovoye 3 Using the Methods of Neutron Structural Diagnostics  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  100

Svirkina N. G., Dobrovolskaya M. V. Traumatic Injuries and Post-traumatic Pathologies 
in Skeletons from the Frontovoye 3 Cemetery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  113

RESEARCH OF CERAMIC PRODUCTION

Andreeva O. V., Shalapinin A. A. Comparative Analysis of the Krasnyy Most 
and Early Volosovo Ceramics of the Mari Volga Region . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  127

Selin D. V. Kulai Ceramics from Settlements in the Novosibirsk Ob Region: 
Technological Distinctive Traits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  146

Kholoshin P. R., Mu J. Shapes of Clay Vessels from the Pazyryk Burials on the Lower Katun 
from the Standpoint of the Historical and Cultural Approach . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  162

Kovalenko A. N. Stamps on Thin-walled Vessels from Elizavetovskoye Fortified Settlement 
in the Don Region . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  174

Zhurbenko L. N. Technological Traditions in Making the Saltovo-Mayatsk Kitchenware 
in the Middle Don Region . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  183

SETTLEMENT ARCHAEOLOGY

Morozov A. S. The Abakumlevo 3 Settlement as a New Site of the Migration Period 
in the Suzdal Opolye . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  197

Kudryavtsev A. A. Unfortified Settlements around Medieval Novgorod . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  215
Zemtsov G. L. The Yurt-Shaped Dwelling of the Hun Period from Mukhino-2 

in the Upper Don Region . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  231
Sarapulkin V. A., Solovyev D. S., Koten’kov S. A., Kravchenko E. E.

Khazarian Settlements in the Volga Delta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  245

CONTENTS

Электронная библиотека ИА РАН: https://www.archaeolog.ru/ru/el-bib



6

КСИА. Вып. 268. 2022 г.

MEDIEVAL ANTIQUITIES

Osipov D. O., Koval V. Yu., Smirnov A. N. Shoe Heelplates from Excavations 
in the Moscow Kremlin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  256

Fisenko A. V. Some Technological Techniques of Making Blanks for Bone Items 
(Based on the Materials from the Mstislavsky-4 Excavation Trench in Medieval Pskov) . . . . .  273

Fatyunina O. A. Medieval Fish Leather Items in Pereyaslavl Ryazanskiy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  280

NUMISMATICS

Gaydukov P. G., Grishin I. V. The Group of Coins of Grand Prince Vasily I Depicting 
a Sixfoil Rosette Minted in the Principality of Nizhniy Novgorod-Suzdal  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  292

METHODS OF NATURAL SCIENCES 
IN ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS

Birkina N. A. Defects and Types of Faults in Jewelry Pieces: 
The Case Study of Barbarian Champlevé Enamels . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  310

Egor’kov A. N., Nedashkovskiy L. F. Chemical Composition of Glassware 
from Golden Horde Settlements in the Saratov Volga Region . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  325

Strokov A. A., Kamelina G. A., Mamonova A. A. Textile from the Early Medieval Cemeteries 
in the Crimea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  339

Khokhlova O. S., Makeev A. O., Engovatova A. V., Kuznetsova E. A., Golyeva A. A.
Paleoecology and Land Use Patterns Based on the Study of Cultural Layers 
and a Buried Soil of the Tula Kremlin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  357

ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE OLD AND NEW WORLDS

Usacheva I. V., Kornienko T. V. «Shaft Straighteners» in North Mesopotamia 
during the Neolithic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  378

Sattarnejad S., Hajizadeh Bastani K., Afkhami B., Shahbazi Shiran H. 
Localization of Panj Gonbadan in Maragheh (Northwestern Iran) 
Based on Archaeological Evidence and Historical Sources . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  395

Pourianezhad F., Sattarnejad S., Parvin S. Localization of Varsan City of the Islamic Period 
in Iranian Azerbaijan Based on Archaeological Evidence and Written Sources . . . . . . . . . . . . .  407

Safronov A. V. Altar 1 from Uaxactun (Petén, Guatemala):
Analysis of the Zoomorphic Monument of the Ancient Maya . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  419

Электронная библиотека ИА РАН: https://www.archaeolog.ru/ru/el-bib



407

F. Pourianezhad, S. Sattarnejad, S. Parvin

LOCALIZATION OF VARSAN CITY 
OF THE ISLAMIC PERIOD IN IRANIAN AZERBAIJAN 

BASED ON ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE 
AND WRITTEN SOURCES1

Abstract. Based on written sources of the Islamic period and archaeological data, the au-
thors try to pinpoint the famous city of Varsan located in the northwestern region of Iran. 
The names of a number of Azerbaijan’s cities in Iran are mentioned in the historical writ-
ten sources of the Islamic period. However, the location of some of these centers remains 
unclear so far and no proper research has been carried out on its localization. The historical 
city of Varsan is one of the famous cities of the Islamic period in northwestern Iran, which 
had an important position in the early Islamic centuries. The city was mentioned repeat-
edly in written texts of the 3rd to 5th centuries AH. These texts locate the city in the foothills 
of the Sabalan Mountains. Then the city was abandoned, and no investigations have been 
undertaken aimed at its localization and investigation of the site. The present study seeks 
to answer the following basic question by field studies and written sources of the Islamic 
period: with which ancient site in northwestern Iran the location of Varsan city is compat-
ible? The results obtained by archaeological research and analysis of historical texts match 
the geographical location of Varsan city in the Mughan Plain and the margin of the Araxes 
River. Today, the relics of this city are known as the ancient site called «Ultan Qalasi».

Keywords: Iranian Azerbaijan, Varsan, Oltan Site, books of the Islamic period.

Introduction

The history of architecture and urbanization has been studied and considered by 
archaeologists in different historical periods using archaeological approach. Among 
these, identifying the location of ancient cities can be considered as one of the first 

1 This paper is the part of the research project entitled «Study of early Islamic cities 
in Azerbaijan, Iran».

http://doi.org/10.25681/IARAS.0130-2620.268.407-418



408

КСИА. Вып. 268. 2022 г.

archaeological goals (Velayati et al., 2015. P. 83). In the Islamic period, archaeologists 
use these sources in their studies due to the existence of written historical sources. 
In the books of the Islamic period, the names of some cities are mentioned many times 
and their religious, political, social, economic characteristics and even their urbani-
zation and architecture studies are described. The study of the survived texts of his-
torians and geographers of the early Islamic period indicates the existence of cities 
in the northwestern region of Iran that no longer exist today. Research on these cities 
by tracing the remains of historical texts, using archaeological studies and matching 
them with preserved ruins, can to some extent lead to the discovery of the location 
of these cities and provide valuable information about them (Pakbaz et al., 2019. 
P. 38; Sattarnejad et al., 2020a).

Northwestern Iran is known in historical sources as Azerbaijan or Azarbaijan. 
Today, Northwestern Iran includes the provinces of East Azerbaijan, West Azerbai-
jan and Ardabil. This region has various monuments of the Islamic period. Many 
names of its cities are mentioned in historical sources. In this region, a number of cit-
ies such as Barzand (Mostofi, 2002. P. 69), Varsan (Abulfeda, 2006. P. 462), Bileqan  
(Al-Yagoubi, 2001. P. 79), Badzhiravan (Mostofi, 2002. P. 69), Kolsereh (Baghda-
di, 1981. P. 110) existed and were destroyed for various reasons in different centu-
ries of Islam. Today, only the names of these cities can be found in historical texts. 
The historical city of Varsan was located on the northeastern slopes of the Sabalan 
Mountains on the road connecting Ardabil to Aran province (Republic of Azerbaijan) 
and its cities such as Bileqan and Barda district. Varsan served as a commercial inter-
mediary city and caravanserai in the region of Azerbaijan. This special position and 
location in the fertile plain made Varsan a thriving city. In this research, an attempt is 
made to answer the following basic questions by examining the information obtained 
from the written historical sources of the Islamic period and using the data provided 
by archaeological studies and excavations: The location of which archeological site 
in northwestern Iran is compatible with the remains of Varsan city? Based on the ar-
chaeological surveys carried out by the authors and its compatiblity with the written 
sources of the Islamic period, the location of Varsan city in the region of Iranian Azer-
baijan has been determined.

Research method

The present study, using the library method, examines the texts of the 3rd 
to 7th centuries AH, which are considered as the first-hand sources of this research, 
and also is based on archaeological findings. First, the location of Varsan city was 
studied in geographical and historical books of the Islamic period. Then, the land-
marks of the early Islamic period were identified based on archeological surveys 
conducted in recent years in the Mughan plain of Ardabil province. In the next stage, 
the location of the Varsan city was adapted to these sites proceeding from the de-
scriptions of Islamic sources. The results of these studies lead to the identification 
of the exact location of the historic city of Varsan in the northwestern region of Iran 
along the Araxes River.
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Review of the literature

So far, studies have been conducted on the localization of historical cities of the Is-
lamic period in northwestern Iran and the Republic of Azerbaijan. The results of these 
researches have made it possible to identify the location of cities such as Barzand, 
Bileqan and Barda today. But so far no research has been performed on the location of 
the city of Varsan in the northwestern region of Iran. Therefore, only the sources of the 
Islamic period, especially the books of the 3rd to 7th centuries AH, such as «Al-Buldan» 
written by Al-Yaqoubi, «History of the Prophets and Kings» by Muhammad ibn Ja-
rir al-Tabari, «Futuh al-Buldan» by Yahya al-Baladhuri, «Masalik al-Mamalik» by 
Istakhri, etc., referred to Varsan city. In the present research, the location of this city 
in Ardabil province and Mughan Plain has been studied for the first time. The results 
of the research are important for recognizing the location of one of the famous cities 
of Azerbaijan province in the Islamic period.

Varsan city in the written sources of the Islamic period

Our information about Varsan city is limited to historical sources. The geo-
graphical location of the city was mentioned in the texts of geographers and his-
torians of the 3rd to 6th centuries AH. In these sources, the location of Varsan has 
been recorded in the province of Azerbaijan (Istakhri, 1961. P. 158; Ibn Rustah, 2020. 
P. 271). According to these sources, the city was situated in a plain along the Araxes 
River (Maqdisi, 2010. P. 559; Abu Dulaf, 1975. P. 47). Also, the location of Varsan 
was related with the communication road of Barzand cities to Bileqan and Barda (Is-
takhri, 1961. P. 156; Al-Yaqoubi, 2001. P. 46). In the preserved maps from the Islamic 
period, the location of Varsan is clearly shown. Abu Ishaq Ibrahim ibn Muhammad  
al-Farisi al-Istakhri, an Iranian geographer (10 AD), known as Karkhi, has drawn 
a map of the cities of Azerbaijan in his book named «Masalik al-Mamalik» («Roads 
of the Realms»). In this map, the location of Varsan has been shown close to the Arax-
es River and on the communication road from Bileqan city to Barzand (Fig. 1).

In the written sources of the Islamic period, the name of Varsan city is mentioned 
many times in the descriptions of the early Islamic cities. One of the oldest written 
sources of the Islamic period in which the name of Varsan city is mentioned is the book 
«al-Buldan» by Ibn al-Faqih (290 AH). He wrote: «…Varsan was a hill. Marwan ibn 
Muhammad ibn Marwan [one of the early rulers of Islam – authors] ordered to con-
struct it. He built a castle for the city» (Ibn al-Faqih, 1995. P. 126). Al-Baladhuri 
mentioned the existence of a historical bridge next to the city in his book «Futuh al-
Buldan»: «…There was a bridge in Varsan, similar to it built in areas such as Arshaq 
by Babak Khorramdin [one of the Iranian military leaders – authors]. Varsan city was 
built by the order of Marwan, the forth Umayyad caliph. He built castles all around the 
city. This city later became part of the land of Ja’far’s mother, the daughter of Ja’far 
ibn al-Mansour» (Al-Baladhuri, 1958. P. 462). Varsan seems to have been famous as 
a small town in the province of Azerbaijan after the second century AH; In the book 
«Masalik al-Mamalik», Istakhri wrote not once about Varsan city the same as cities 
such as Tabriz, Urmia, Marand, Miyaneh, etc. (Istakhri, 1961. P. 156). The name of 
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Fig. 1. Masalik al-Mamalik by Istakhri. Map
1 – Varsan; 2 – Sabalan; 3 – Barzand; 4 – Bileqan
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Varsan can be found in many books of the 3rd to 6th centuries AH. In these sourc-
es, Varsan is generally introduced between the two cities of Barzand and Bileqan.  
For example, Al-Yaqoubi (3rd century AH) wrote in the book «al-Buldan» as fol-
lows: «…and from Barzand to the city of Varsan and from Varsan to Bileqan is 
a communication road…» (Al-Yaqoubi, 2001. P. 46). What is clear in these sources 
is that the name of Varsan was generally mentioned due to its geographical location 
and its importance is mostly related with its location on the road between the cities 
of Azerbaijan and Aran (a region located in the Republic of Azerbaijan). The last 
references to Varsan are related to the 8th century AH (Ibn Khaldun, 1987. P. 112) 
(Tabl. 1). After this period, the prosperity of Varsan city declined and gradually 
reduced.

Table 1. Name and location of Varsan city in the sources of the Islamic period 
(after: Sattarnejad et al., 2020a)

Thewriter The book Century AH Written form Position
Ahmad ibn Ishaq 
al-Yaqoubi

Al-Buldan 3 Varsan Barzand – 
Varsan – Bileqan

Ibn Rustah al-A‘laq al-
Nafisa

3 Varsan Varsan – Bileqan

ibn al-Faqih  
al-Hamadani

Al-Buldan 3 and 4 Varsan Azerbaijan 
province

Al-Baladhuri Futuh al-Buldan 2 and 3 Varsan Azerbaijan 
province

Istakhri Al-Masalik  
wa-l-Mamalik

4 Varsan Barzand – 
Varsan – Bileqan

Abu Dulaf Abu Dulaf’s 
travel book

4 Varsan Along the 
Araxes River

Maqdisi Ahsan  
al-Taqasim

4 Varsan Plain, along  
the Araxes River

Ibn Khaldun Ibn Khaldun’s 
history

8 Mughan  
of Azerbaijan

The spatial site of Varsan city 
based on written historical sources and archaeological surveys

According to the descriptions of historical sources of the Islamic period, Varsan 
city is located in the Mughan Plain along the Araxes River (Istakhri, 1961. P. 158; 
Ibn Rustah, 2020. P. 271). Mughan Plain is situated in northwestern Iran, west 
of the Caspian Sea and north of Ardabil province. Most of the Mughan Plain is located  
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in the Republic of Azerbaijan and about one third (100,000 ha) is located in Iran. 
In general, in terms of natural geography, this plain is considered a part of the plains 
and lowlands of the Caspian Sea western basin. Mughan plain is located in the east 
of Sabalan Mountain. In this plain, the Araxes River flows permanently and is con-
sidered one of the most important water resources in the region. Mughan Plain was 
the location of the Arab army during the Islamic era, especially in the early cen-
turies of Islam. In this plain, large areas such as Ultan Qalasi, Yale Sui, Qiz Qa-
lesi and Barzand are related with this period (Khancherli, 2015). Among these large 
sites in the Islamic period, only the Ultan Qalasi site is located exactly on the banks 
of the Araxes. The location of Varsan city is accurately shown close to the Araxes 
River on its western side in the preserved maps of geographers of the Islamic period. 
Also, it was mentioned near the Araxes River in the descriptions from the books 
of the Islamic period. Thus, Muhammad ibn Ahmad Shams al-Din al-Maqdisi, a ge-
ographer of the 4th century AH, in his book «Ahsan al-taqasim», mentioned the lo-
cation of Varsan city in a plain and along the Araxes River (Maqdisi, 2010. P. 559). 
According to the descriptions of geographers of the Islamic period and their com-
parison with the Islamic period sites of Mughan plain, it is Ultan Qalasi that most 
likely contains the remains of Varsan city. The details of the conditions of the ancient 
city of Varsan mentioned in the sources, including its fortifications, the moat around 
it, its location near the Araxes, and its vast area, are compatible with the conditions 
we can see in Ultan Qalasi area.

Location of Ultan Qalasi

Oltan site is located in Mughan plain along the Araxes River (Fig. 2). Its geo-
graphical coordinates are 39°36’27.19”N and 47°45’28.16”E. This castle was built 
on a land with an area of 320,000 sq. m, the remains resemble a fortress. Ultan Qalasi 
was built in the Parthian period and its first founders were the Parthians, but its pros-
perity dates back to the Sassanid and early Islamic periods. Due to its strength and 
suitable location, it was used until the 20th century AH. During the excavation of Ul-
tan Qalasi, archaeologists came across a coherent architectural remains dating from 
the Parthian and the Islamic periods, most of the artifacts found belong to the 3rd 
and 4th centuries AH, the later materials are related with the Sassanid architecture 
(Alizadeh, 2011).

Various pottery of the early Islamic period of Ultan Qalasi is important and worth 
attention. Inside the castle, kind of hills are visible that once were small building 
units, the main buildings were located on the east side. Due to the change of direction 
of the Araxes River, part of it has been washed and destroyed, but despite this, most 
of it is still buried underground. Ultan Qalasi was considered a city castle due to its 
area of 50 ha, inside it residential spaces were situated, while industrial areas such as 
various workshops for metalworking, glass-making and pottery-making were placed 
outside the castle. A 15-meter moat was built around the city to protect the castle from 
enemy attacks. It was filled by two water channels launched from the Araxes River. 
Archaeological excavations have identified the remains of various architectural con-
structions that generally were built of bricks (Fig. 3).
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Fig. 2. Araxes River next to the site of Ultan Qalasi

Fig. 3. The site of Ultan Qalasi. Plan and view
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Pottery related to the site

While exploring different parts of Ultan Qalasi, fragments of pottery were re-
trieved. In terms of form, technique, designs, etc. these findings clarify the most im-
portant periods of settlement in the site. On the other hand, it should be said that 
most of the structures and cultural features of the site, as well as the regional and 
trans-regional cultural exchanges of Ultan Qalasi with other sites and areas depend 
on the study and focus on its pottery findings.

In general, Oltan Qalaesi’s pottery can be divided into two main groups: 1) non-
glazed pottery and 2) glazed pottery (Fig. 4). These pottery groups can be compared with 
samples of pottery from the 6th to 13th centuries AD in the sites such as Samen in Ma-
layer (Hemmati Azandariani et al., 2015. P. 195), Hegmatana hill (Ranjbaran, 2012. 
P. 475, 493), Malin site in Bakharz County (Khodadoost et al., 2015. P. 163), the ancient 
city of Jiroft (Chubak, 2012. P. 109, 110), Narmashir Plain in Kerman (Amirhajlou, 
Saqaei, 2018. P. 212), Sang Castle in Sirjan (Amirhajlou, Sediqian, 2019. P. 164), Barda 
(Wordsworth, 2018. P. 73), Tahaq in Khomein (Sharahi, Sediqian, 2019), Kaboud and 
Modavvar Tower in Maragheh (Sattarnejad et al., 2020b; Sattarnejad, Parvin, 2019). 
These pottery materials belong to the early Islamic and Seljuk eras.

Discussion and analysis

As mentioned, our basic information on Varsan city is related to written sources 
from the 8th to the 13th centuries AD. The authors of these sources placed Varsan among 
the cities of Azerbaijan province. The city is located between Barzand and Bileqan 
and is the last city in the province of Azerbaijan along the Araxes River. In order to 
obtain the exact location of Varsan city, its approximate location was first identified 
based on historical sources. Then, proceeding from archaeological evidence obtained 
during surface survey of the site of Ultan Qalasi, the data and their compatibility with 
each other were discussed and analyzed. Today, the geographical location of some of 
several large cities located near Varsan has been identified. The cities of Bileqan and 

Fig. 4. The site of Varsan. Pottery of the Islamic period (after: Alizadeh, 2011)
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Fig. 5. The location of early Islamic cities 
in the map of the book of «Al-Masalik wa-l-Mamalik» 

by Istakhri and the aerial image of the contemporary period
1 – Varsan; 2 – Sabalan; 3 – Barzand; 4 – Bileqan
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Barda were identified by archeological surveys conducted in the Republic of Azerbai-
jan. Today, the old site of Bileqan is located in the Republic of Azerbaijan. The city 
is situated 30 km north of the Ultan Qalasi site. The ruins of the city of Bajuran, near 
the city of Jalilabad in the east of the Moghan Plain in the Republic of Azerbaijan, 
have been identified and studied archaeologically. Also today, Barda in the Republic 
of Azerbaijan is the place of the old city of Barda, archaeological surveys have been 
conducted there (Wordsworth, 2018). Barzand city in the Moghan Plain, located near 
Varsan, is now a small village 75 km south of the Araxes River. Between Barzand and 
Bileqan, only a large site called «Ultan Qalasi» of the Sassanid and early Islamic pe-
riods has been identified (Alizadeh, 2011). This area is exactly attached to the Araxes 
River and is located on the communication route from Barzand to Bileqan. Matching 
the location of these cities in the map of the book of «Al-Masalik wa-l-Mamalik» by 
Istakhri (4th century AH) with the contemporary aerial map shows that the location of 
Varsan is compatible with the site of  Ultan Qalasi (Fig. 5).

The details of Varsan mentioned in the sources, including fortifications, the moat 
around it, its vast area and closeness to the Araxes River, correspond to the features 
of Ultan Qalasi. Oltan site is situated next to the Araxes. The site is one of the larg-
est ones of the Sassanid and early Islamic periods in the Moghan Plain. The city’s 
defensive tower and wall were identified and disclosed by archaeological excava-
tions. The pottery from the surface is also of Samera style. The pottery dates back to  
the 3rd and 4th centuries AH. Samera style pottery was spread in the region of Azer-
baijan in the sites where the headquarters of the Arab army were situated (Khancher-
li, 2015). In these cities defensive walls were built by order of the Arab rulers  
(Al-Baladhuri, 1958. P. 462). Varsan city prospered during the Seljuk period. A study 
on the sources of the Islamic era, especially of the 7th and 8th centuries AH shows that 
Varsan completely lost its prosperity during the Ilkhanid period. Writers of the Ilkha-
nid period such as Hamdallah Mustawfi, in the book «Nuzhat al-qulub», while refer-
ring to the Bileqan city in Azerbaijan and Aran, do not mention Varsan (Mostofi, 2002. 
P. 104, 105). Qazvini, the historian of the Ilkhanid period, mentions the cities of Bar-
da, Bileqan and Mughan in his book «Asar al-Bilad Akhbar al-Ibad». But he does not 
mention Varsan (Qazvini, 1995. P. 654–668). Like famous cities of early Islam such 
as Barzand, Koreh Sar (Koleh Sar), Bajruvan and Yale Sui (Tahmasebi, 2019), Varsan 
lost its position after the Seljuk period and over time was gradually destroyed by hu-
man and natural factors. Only the village named Oltan still exists.

Conclusions

According to our studies results, Varsan was one of the cities of Azerbaijan prov-
ince. It prospered between the 3rd and 7th centuries AH due to its location on the trade 
route and caravanserai of the cities of Barzand to Bileqan. In general, in the surviv-
ing texts of historians and geographers of the early Islamic centuries, Varsan city 
was located in the foothills of the Sabalan Mountains and the communication route 
from Azerbaijan to Aran in the Mughan Plain and along a river. A comparative study 
of the descriptions of written sources of the Islamic period with the landmarks of 
the early Islamic period of the Mughan Plain, especially near the Araxes River, has 
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shown that the site of Ultan Qalasi most corresponds to the remains of Varsan city. 
This site is related with the Araxes and located on the communication route from Bar-
zand to Bileqan. Evidence of the city’s defensive tower and wall were discovered and 
investigated during archaeological excavations. Summing up, after matching the de-
scriptions of historical sources and archaeological data obtained from the surface 
of Ultan Qalasi, this site should be considered as the ground for the hypothesis of lo-
calizing the site of Varsan city of the Islamic era, which can be seen today as a large 
area along the Araxes River.
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Ф. Пурианежад, С. Саттарнеджад, С. Парвин
ЛОКАЛИЗАЦИЯ ГОРОДА ВАРСАН ИСЛАМСКОГО ПЕРИОДА 

В ИРАНСКОМ АЗЕРБАЙДЖАНЕ 
НА ОСНОВЕ АРХЕОЛОГИЧЕСКИХ МАТЕРИАЛОВ 

И ПИСЬМЕННЫХ ИСТОЧНИКОВ
Резюме. Названия ряда азербайджанских городов в Иране упоминаются в исто-

рических письменных источниках исламского периода. Однако местонахождение 
некоторых из этих центров до сих пор остается неясным, и никаких надлежащих 
исследований по их локализации не проводилось. Исторический город Варсан – 
один из известных городов на северо-западе Ирана (в предгорьях Сабаланских гор), 
неоднократно упоминавшийся в письменных текстах раннего исламского периода 
(3–5 вв. хиджры), но затем, видимо, утерявший свое значение и покинутый жителя-
ми. Авторы статьи попытались ответить на основной вопрос: с каким древним ме-
стом на северо-западе Ирана совместимо местоположение города Варсан? В резуль-
тате анализа исторических текстов и благодаря археологическим исследованиям, 
удалось, как представляется, определить, что город Варсан располагался на равнине 
Муган, на берегу реки Аракс. Сегодня развалины этого города известны как древнее 
урочище под названием «Ултан Каласи».

Ключевые слова: Иранский Азербайджан, Варсан, Ултан, книги исламского  
периода.

Сведения об авторах
Пурианежад Фархад, университет Мохагег Ардабили, Университетская ул., 5619911367, Ар-

дебиль, Республика Иран; e-mail: pourianezhad@uma.ac.ir;
Саттарнеджад Саид, университет Мохагег Ардабили, Университетская ул., 5619911367, 

Ардебиль, Республика Иран; e-mail: saeidsattarnejad@yahoo.come;
Парвин Самад, университет Мохагег Ардабили, Университетская ул., 5619911367, Ардебиль, 

Республика Иран; e-mail: samad_parvin@yahoo.com


	titul_ksia-268
	Pourianezhad_et_al_KSIA-268



