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Abstract:

An analytical reading of starting scene of the novel "Al-Las va Al-
Kelab" of Najib Mahfouz

The opening of a novel is a systematic process to enter the world of
fiction and to accompany its different actions. To this end, the
beginning scene of the story and the way it is processed are the first
steps to provide a complete overview of narration of the story. An
artistic processing of this part of the story is a technique through
which preliminary information is communicated about the theme of
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the story, its relation (the starting scene) with the rest of the novel and
the plot that will be formed in the continuation of the narrative. The
starting scene of the novel AL-Las va AL-Kelab begins in a way that
provides the reader with elementary clues of the general narrative,
and, through the creation of suspension in the early actions of the
story, encourages him to follow the fictional actions. This is achieved
via various techniques, including: the choice of ironic words in the
title of the novel, the realistic and believable scenery, a combinational
pattern in introducing the character and mysterious propositions with
negative implications in the beginning of the novel. The present paper
deals with the analytical reading of the starting scene of Al-Las va Al-
Kelab by Najib Mahfouz, applying a descriptive-analytical approach
and illustrates the writer's skill in successful processing of this section
of the novel.

Keywords: The opening of a novel, starting a scene, fictional
suspension , analytical reading, Najib Mahfooz, Al-Las va Al-Kalab



