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Abstract

Due to their proximity to natural resources, villages are significantly impacted by environmental factors and
hold great importance. Improper rural development poses enormous environmental challenges, such as the
degradation of rangelands and forests, the overexploitation of soil and water resources, and threats to wildlife.
The distribution pattern and accessibility of service-based infrastructure also indicate the growth and
development of rural areas and reflect the attitude towards decentralized planning in the country. This research,
conducted in 2022, aimed to identify and rank service-based infrastructure indicators in the northern villages of
Avrdabil province using various prioritization methodologies. The research method is descriptive-analytical and
applied, according to the nature and purpose of the study. 15 indicators with appropriate level of validity and
consensus of executive experts and academic experts were selected to measure the infrastructure in the region.
According to the results, the highest rate related to the index of access to electricity is in the villages of Meshgin
Shahr with a value of 86.71% and the lowest rate related to the index of access to agricultural machinery repair
shop is in Garmi city with a value of 3.86. In general, the results showed that Dasht village in Meshginshahr city
was at the first level compared to other villages (Ci=0.693) and Eastern Qashlaq village in Beileswar city was at
the last level (Ci=0.497). Therefore, it is suggested that while locating rural areas at different levels, especially
the level of access to existing facilities, the strengthening of village facilities and expansion of infrastructure and
welfare services should be prioritized.
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