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Recognition and investigation the facilities and abilities and then determining
the development levels of rural areas is the first step in the planning process. To
be successful in planning and achieving development, the first step is the real
examination and recognition of the level of enjoyment, limitations and regional
imbalances. The current research is descriptive and analytical, and its purpose
is to determine the levels of enjoyment and classification of the rural areas of
the province in order to organize and smooth the path of rural development.
The statistical population of the rural areas of East Azarbaijan province is
based on the statistical data of 2015. To analyze data from 44 variables in the
form of "infrastructure, political and administrative", "educational, social and
economic”" and "health and treatment" indicators, selected and in order to
determine the development levels of the rural areas of the city. of the province,
numerical taxonomy classification technique has been used. The findings of the
research show that among the cities of the province, the rural areas of the city
of Miane are heterogeneous with other cities of the province due to having a
larger number of inhabitants and enjoying the investigated facilities, and among
the 18 homogeneous cities, the rural areas of none of the cities The cities of the
province are not at highly developed and not developed levels, Sarab and
Kalibar cities are at the level of average development, Marand-Tabriz-
Maragheh-Shabestar-Bostan Abad-Hashtroud-Ahar and Warzghan cities are at
the deprived level, and Charavimaq-Malkan-Sku-Azarshahr-Haris-Banab-Ajab
Shir and Jolfa are at a very deprived level.

Citation: Khodapanah, K., Yari, A. (2024). Determining the Levels of Development Rural Areas of the
Cities of East Azerbaijan Province. Geography (Regional Planning), 14(55), 391-410.

DOI: 10.22034/jgeoq.2024.248808.2724

* Corresponding Author: Kiomars Khodapanah Email: k_khodapanah@pnu.ac.ir
Copyright © 2024 The Authors. Published by Qeshm Institute. This is an open access article under the
CC BY license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).



Geography (Regional Planning), Vol 14, Issue 55, Summer 2024 392

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Development, in the sense of improving the
quality and quantity of life of all members of a
society, is the first and most important goal of
all governments and is a tool in government
decisions and policies. Researchers see
development as a gradual process in the
advancement of human condition, including
activities to achieve material growth and
social evolution over time. Poverty and
inequality in human societies is not a natural
phenomenon, but this inequality is the result
of political, social, and economic relations
governing those societies, which causes
unequal distribution of facilities, services, and
resources. The total conditions prevailing in
the villages of the region indicate a lack of
balance between the employment
opportunities and the employment demand of
the human resources living in the villages, and
the resources available in the villages of the
region are not able to satisfy the increasing
satisfaction of people, especially the youth,
whether real or false. What can be said about
the importance of the necessity of this
research, the divergence in the directional
development of the city and the countryside in
East Azerbaijan province is quite evident,
which has caused a gap between the
residential areas in this province. For this
purpose, it is very important to examine and
analyze the position of the districts in terms of
rural development as a basis for future
planning; because only by determining the
quantitative and qualitative status of various
indicators in the current situation based on
their fundamental capabilities, we can hope
for a clear perspective. Beyond that,
examining the rate of measuring rural
indicators in terms of the level of
development, can give a general view in
relation to the geographical space of that
region in terms of being privileged or not, and
stabilizing the population in rural areas and
finally rural development in this province. to
follow According to what has been said, the
present research, with the general purpose,
comparative comparison of the stratification
results in the rural areas of each of the cities of
East Azarbaijan province, seeks to answer this
question: the degree of development of the

rural areas of the cities of East Azarbaijan
province in What is the level of sustainability?

Methodology

According to the nature of the problem and the
subject under investigation, the present research
was of a descriptive and analytical type, and its
purpose was to measure the relative level of
development of the rural areas of the cities of
Azerbaijan province. Eastern and their ranking in
terms of the degree of enjoyment or deprivation
of various facilities and facilities in order to use
them in rural development planning. Two library
and field methods were used to collect the data
required for the research. The statistical
population of this research is 19 cities of East
Azarbaijan province in 2015. In this research, to
analyze the data from the number of 44 variables
in the form of "infrastructure", "political and
administrative",  "educational, social and
economic" and "health and medical" indicators,
selected and in order to determine the levels of
development The  numerical taxonomy
classification technique has been used in the rural
areas of the cities of the province.

Results and Conclusion

The first step in eliminating regional inequalities
is to recognize the existing differences and
inequalities in these regions and classify them in
terms of special economic and natural features
and features, and for each region, plan according
to Adjust and implement its conditions. In
addition to this, the quality of development and its
infrastructures, as a result of unfavorable and
centralized planning in the past, has created major
issues and problems in the development process
of the country's villages, in order to solve the
problems caused by regional imbalances The first
step is to recognize and stratify the villages in
terms of economic, infrastructure, socio-cultural,
health and treatment, etc. Therefore, in this
research, while identifying the current situation of
the rural areas of the cities of the province, how to
enjoy the services and identifying the deprived
rural areas, finally, the rural areas of the cities of
the province based on the level of benefit and
development and in terms of Level different
indicators.

The results of the research showed that among
the investigated cities, the rural areas of the city
of Mianeh are known as heterogeneous cities
after calculating the complex distances once.
And the rest of the cities are placed in a
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homogeneous group in the second order of
calculating the compound distances.

-In determining the development levels of the
rural areas of the province's cities, none of the
cities were placed in the developed or more
developed level, and the number of 16 cities
(88.88%) out of the 18 cities of the province They
are at the deprived and very deprived level. Based
on the obtained results, the rural areas of Sarab
and Kalibar cities are at the level of average
development, the cities of Marand, Tabriz,
Maragheh, Shabestar, Bostan-Abad, Hashtroud,
Ahar and Warzghan are at the deprived level and
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