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Abstract

The rise and fall of great powers has always been a significant issue in the in-
ternational system. With the onset of the 21st century, the notion has gained
traction among observers and analysts that a transitional period in the interna-
tional system has begun, and the U.S.-led international order established after
the collapse of the Soviet Union is undergoing change. Given structural real-
ism’s emphasis on the influence of the international system on states, this tran-
sitional period may present opportunities for the Islamic Republic of Iran as a
regional power. Accordingly, the central question of this study is: What oppor-
tunities does the transitioning international system offer to the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran? The research hypothesis suggests that the transitional phase of the
international system provides Iran with opportunities such as strategic coop-
eration with emerging powers, leveraging the capacity of regional and interna-
tional coalitions and agreements, enhancing its semantic power and activism,
and mitigating the impact of sanctions. The findings indicate that the shifting
international system creates opportunities for countries like Iran, which have
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