Journal of Border Science and Technology, 12 (3), 2023

Journal of Border Science and Technology

Journal Hopepage: www.bst.jrl.police.ir

Research paper (excerpt from the research plan)

The Challenges Facing Entrepreneurship in Sistan Border Villages
Bahram Imani ?, Samaneh Sarani °

é Department of Urban and Rural Planning, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Mohaghegh Ardabili, ,Ardabil.
Iran

) b Department of Urban and Rural Planning, Social Sciences, University of Mohaghegh Ardabili, Ardabil, Iran

Background and objective: Background and purpose: due to the unique

Keywords:
Entrepreneurship,
Economic, Border
villages, Sistan

Received:

22, June, 2023
Received in revised
form:

27, August, 2023
Accepted:

11, September, 2023
pp.120-139

situation of Sistan due to the border line and the Milk transportation
road, the low number of entrepreneurs in the region, the unfavorable
employment situation, the deprivation of suitable facilities and
infrastructure and the lack of significant action in the field of starting
entrepreneurial activities, awareness of the challenges of rural
entrepreneurship in the regions A border village is necessary. Therefore,
the aim of this research is to identify the challenges facing
entrepreneurship in the border villages of Sistan..

Method: The current research is a descriptive-analytical survey in terms
of its practical purpose and based on the nature and method of data
collection. The method of data collection to answer the research
questions was library and questionnaire. The validity of the
questionnaires was confirmed by university professors with a formal and
content approach, and the reliability of the research measurement tool
was calculated using Cronbach's alpha coefficient with a value of 0.87.
The obtained data were analyzed using statistical tests and structural
equations.

Findings: Based on the results of structural equations, it was determined
that the greatest role and influence in this field was related to economic
indicators, based on the results, the factor loading or standardized
regression weight on the economic index was equal to 0.56 at a
significance level of 0.000. ..

Results: The results of the research showed that the high profit of bank
facilities for starting a business, the lack of government support, the
limitation of the demand market, and such things, are undeniable and
have a tremendous impact on the lack of entrepreneurship development
in the border villages of Sistan. After the economic dimensions, we can
mention the social barriers that have many effects on the lack of
entrepreneurship development in the studied sample.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The studies show that the low
familiarity of the villagers with the
basic elements of entrepreneurship is
due to the special conditions of rural
environments, including geographical

isolation, deprivation, limited
opportunities, facilities, basic and
necessary infrastructure, and

communication services; Therefore,
preparing the social, cultural and
economic environment of rural areas,
including increasing the access of
villagers to various facilities and
services such as new media and
telecommunication facilities, can be
very important in entrepreneurship
development. It is necessary to be
aware of the challenges of rural
entrepreneurship in border rural areas
due to factors such as the unique
situation of the Sistan region (suited
in the border zone) and the Milk
freeway, the low number of
entrepreneurs in the region, the
unfavorable working conditions, lack
of access to proper facilities and
infrastructure. and lack of significant
action in the field of performing
entrepreneurial activities. The current
research provides the necessary
cognitive fields for the development
of villagers, planners, and officials of
the public and private sectors to
overcome the existing obstacles
through the necessary measures and
create the platforms for the
development of entrepreneurship and
job creation in the study area.

Methods and Materials

This research is applied research in
terms of purpose with descriptive and
analytical approaches. The library
method and questionnaire were used
to collect data and answer the
research questions. The validity of
the questionnaires was checked and
confirmed by the university faculty
members and the reliability of the
research questionnaire was tested
using Cronbach's alpha coefficient.
The reliability of the questionnaire
was calculated equal to 0.87. The
number of sample villages was
determined according to the number
of villages with more than 100
households. The number of 362
households was calculated as sample
households to  complete  the
questionnaire using Cochran's
formula, according to the number of
6933 households in the study area.
IBM SPSS  Statistics 23 and
Structural Equation Modelling in
Amos IBM were used to analyze the
data.

Finding and Discussion

According to the results obtained
regarding  the  challenges  of
entrepreneurship development in the
border villages of Zabul county, the
maximum average of the economic
index was 1.73, then the social index
was 1.72, and the minimum average
was the institutional indicators. and
infrastructure was 1.43. The results of
the test at the average level indicate
the  unfavorable  situation  of
economic, social, institutional, and
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infrastructure indicators.Accordingly,
the t-statistics for the indicators
(economic equal -23.93, social equal
-26.17, institutional equal -29.61, and
infrastructure equal -28.52) were
obtained at a significance level of
p<0.01. Therefore, it concludes that
the status of indicators affecting the
development of entrepreneurship in
the border villages of Sistan and
Baluchistan province is in an
unfavorable situation and is much
lower than the average normal level.
The results of the structural model
and the ranking of the influence of
the research indicators on the
development of entrepreneurship in
the border villages showed that the
economic index with a factor load of
0.562 has strong levels of influence
on entrepreneurship development in
the studied sample.

Conclusion

The results of the research showed
that economic, social, institutional,
and infrastructural obstacles have a
significant effect on the lack of
entrepreneurship development and
economic indicators have the greatest
role. It is undeniable the role of
economic obstacles such as lack of
financial support and enough savings,
lack of diversity in the economic
activity of the village, lack of local
market or low capacity for economic
diversification, high-interest loan to
start up a business, lack of
government support, market demand
limit in Border villages of Sistan.
Then we can mention the social

barriers that have many effects on the
lack of entrepreneurship development
in the studied sample. In this regard,
the obstacles include the low skill of
the workforce, cultural weakness,
lack of trust in officials and
managers, weak interaction of people
in creating an entrepreneurial
environment, lack of participation of
people in social activities, lack of
trust in women in starting a business,
low The level of creativity and
innovation in creating new works is
lack of experience, unfamiliarity with
investment potentials, superstitions,
and fatalism, lack of motivation to
work in the village environment.
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