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Abstract

Today, rural areas in the country are facing challenges such as environmental pollutio, water and soil
erosion, outbreak of new plant pests and diseases, malnutrition and other diseases in humans, decreasing the
food quality, Extinction of some animal species due to environment pollution. Regarding the fact that the
rural people deal directly and in different ways with the inputs that pollute the environment and also the
important role of their behavior in environment pollution, this research is seeking to investigate the factors
affecting the environmental behavior of rural people in the central district of Ardabil county. The statistical
population of this research included the rural people of the central district of Ardabil county. The sample size
was determined using Cochran's formula and a total of 200 people were selected as the sample. Research
instrument for collecting data was a Questionnaire that its validity was confirmed by a panel of university
teachers and Reliability of the instrument was calculated through Cronbach’s alpha coefficient. Data analysis
of the Research was done using descriptive and inferential statistics methods. Data were analyzed using
SPSSV 22 and Smart PLS 2 software. According to the results of this research 52 percent of the studied people had
a negative and relatively negative attitude towards environmental protection. The findings of structural equation
model indicated that variables of attitude, concern, knowledge and values can explain the changes in environmental
behavior of the studied people up to 79 percent. Besides, 52 percent of the changes of the variance of
environmental concern are related to the variables of environmental values, knowledge and attitude.
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Extended abstract:

Introduction

Environmental sustainability is one of the most important problems of this century. In other words,
environmental threats are one of the most important human questions of the 21st century (safa et al., 2017).
So that the loss of biodiversity, land use change, and ocean pollution are among the most important
challenges of human intervention in the environment (valaei et al., 2020). Today, the environment is exposed
to national and international threats. For this reason, in scientific and political circles, the environmental
issue is the most serious issue of the day (Habibi and Mostafazaeh, 2017). The main factor in the formation
of environmental hazards is humans. The main cause of the destruction of a part of the environment is poor
people who put pressure on natural resources, or they exploit these resources unprincipledly and
unsustainably (Sharifinia and Karim koshteh, 2012). The people of each society have a different attitude
towards the environment. These behaviors may be positive, environmentalist and responsible, or on the
contrary, negative and against the environment. In recent decades, the ways of human interactions and
behaviors with the environment have attracted the attention of researchers. Researchers believe that if
environmental problems are not overcome, there will be no place for future generations to live (Nederlou and
Shams, 2017). Regarding the fact that the rural people deal directly and in different ways with the inputs that
pollute the environment and also the important role of their behavior in environment pollution, this research
is seeking to investigate the factors affecting the environmental behavior of rural people in the central district
of Ardabil county. The theoretical framework of the research is Figure (1).
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Fig. 1: Theoretical framework of the research

Materials and methods

The aim of this research is to seeking for investigate the factors affecting the environmental behavior of rural
people in the central district of Ardabil county. The statistical population of this research included the rural
people of the central district of Ardabil county. The sample size was determined using Cochran's formula and
a total of 200 people were selected as the sample. Research instrument for collecting data was a
Questionnaire that its validity was confirmed by a panel of university teachers and Reliability of the
instrument was calculated through Cronbach’s alpha coefficient. Data analysis of the Research was done
using descriptive and inferential statistics methods. Data were analyzed using SPSSV 22 and Smart PLS 2
software.

Result and discussion
According to the results of this research 52 percent of the studied people had a negative and relatively negative attitude
towards environmental protection. The results of study (Alavi Moghadam et al., 2012) confimed the findings of the
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research. On the other hand, the results of study (Bondori et al., 2019) contradicted the results of this study.
The findings of the present research indicated that the environmental knowledge of rural people has a
significant relationship with their environmental behavior. The results of (Molina et al, 2011; Desa et al,
2011) also confirmed this issue. The findings of the research show that the environmental attitude of the
people of the study has a significant relationship with their environmental behavior. The results of (Meijer et
al, 2015; Goh et al, 2017; Mancha and Yoder, 2015) also confirm the same result.

Conclusion

According to the data analysis and the average age was 35 years, the maximum and minimum were 67 and
20 years, respectively. 56.5 percent of respondents were male and 43.5 percent were female. 18.5 percent of
the respondents had a negative attitude, 33.5 percent had a relatively negative attitude, 34.5 percent had
relatively positive attitude, and 13.5 percent had positive attitude towards the environment. Correlation
analysis indicated that the relationship between variables of concern, attitude, knowledge and environmental
values with respondents behavior towards the environment was positive and significant. Besides, variables of
environmental knowledge and values can explain 44 percent of environmental attitude changes of the
respondents. In addition to, 33 percent of variance changes of environmental value variable is related to
environmental knowledge variable.
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